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MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO VESSELS

Medical assistance is available using Telemedical Assistance Services
(TMAS).A TMAS is a medical service permanently staffed by doctors
experienced in conducting remote consultations and aware of the
particular nature of treatment on board ship. The system provides for
direct communication between ships and the TMAS.

The ship will normally contact the TMAS associated with the RCC within
whose SAR Region the ship is located.

Alternatively, the ship may contact another TMAS, usually to overcome
language difficulties. All medical information collected by this TMAS
should be transferred to the TMAS associated with the RCC responsible
for coordinating any further action required, to avoid duplication.

Satellite Communications

Inmarsat systems offer two Special Access Codes (SAC) which can be
used for medical advice or medical assistance at sea:

.1 SAC 32 is used to obtain medical advice. The Land Earth Station will
provide a link with the TMAS when this code is used.

.2 SAC 38 is used when the condition of an injured or sick person on
board a ship justifies medical assistance (evacuation to shore or
services of a doctor on board). This code allows the call to be routed
to the associated RCC.
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