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B Recovery of survivors by assisting vessels

e Seafarers should consider how to recover survivors into their own
vessels under various environmental conditions. Recovery methods

include:

O Using throwing rockets or heaving lines to pass lifebuoys and/or

lines to survivors;
O Streaming a rope, with lifebuoys or other flotation attached;

O Rigging pilot ladders, jacob.s ladders or nets, preferably clear of the
ship.s side, with safety lines. If survivors are unable to climb, ladders
or nets may have to be recovered with the survivors secured to them.

Where practicable:
— rig ladders or nets from pilot doors or other low openings,
— deploy safety lines with rescue strops or loops,

— use suitably equipped crew members to assist survivors directly,
— deploy a liferaft with the ladder or net to act as a transfer

platform;
O Pulling survivors up suitable marine evacuation systems;

O Deploying liferafts or lifeboats for survivors to hold onto, or climb

into;

O Using rafts or boats as lifts, leaving them on the falls if conditions

permit;

O Lifting survivors using gantries, cranes, davits or derricks, with lines

rigged to minimize swinging against the ship’s side;
O Deploying purpose-built or improvised recovery baskets;

O Rigging a boat rope for boats and survival craft to secure alongside;

O Lowering embarkation ladders.

o Any lights in use must not be directed towards helicopters operating in

the area.
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o Survivors in the water should be lifted in a horizontal or near-horizontal
position if possible (for example, in two strops; one under the arms, the
other under the knees) to minimize the risk of shock induced by sudden
transfer from the water and possible hypothermia.

o Assisting vessels should also be prepared to receive survivors from
helicopters: see pages 2-50.

e When the risks involved in recovery operations outweigh the risks of
leaving the survivors in life saving appliances, consider the following
actions:

O Using the ship to provide a lee for the survivors;

O Deploying life saving appliances from the assisting vessel;

O Maintaining visual and communications contact with the survivors;
O Updating the co-ordinating authority;

O Transferring essential survival and medical supplies.
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e Once on board, medical care and welfare of the survivors should be
attended to. Additional assistance should be sought from the SAR
authorities as required;

e Medical advice should be sought from the Telemedical Maritime
Advice Service, via the RCC.
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