2-50 Rescue Seat Helicopter Operations

Hi-Line Technique

In certain circumstances, typically, poor weather, obstructed vision or

confined winching area, it may not be possible to lower the helicopter

crewman or lifting harness to the deck from directly above the vessel. In
such cases the Hi-Line technique may be used.

- A weighted line, attached to the aircraft's hook by a weak link, is
lowered to the vessel. It may be illuminated by cyaline lightsticks. The
transfer area should give unobstructed access to the deck edge.

- The line should be handled by one member of the vessel's crew.

- ONLY WHEN INSTRUCTED BY THE HELICOPTER CREW the
slack should be hauled in (it is advisable to wear gloves).

- THE LINE MUST NOT BE MADE FAST.

- The helicopter will pay out the line and descend to one side of the
vessel while the crewman continues to take in the slack. A second
crewmember should coil the spare line into a container, clear of
obstructions.

- When the helicopter crewman or lifting harness reaches deck height the
line must be hauled in to bring the winch hook on board (considerable
effort may be required).

- The static discharge line must touch the vessel before contact with the
hook is made.

- At any time the helicopter may discontinue the operation, in which case
the line must be paid out immediately, clear of obstructions.

- When prepared for winching the helicopter crewman, if present, or a
member of the vessel's crew, should indicate to the helicopter by hand
signals.

- The helicopter will climb and winch in the cable. The line must be paid
out maintaining sufficient force to prevent a swing.

If multiple transfers are required to be made the line should be retained.
On the final lift the end of the line should be released over the side of the
vessel.



